R. W. Cantello

The strange happenings at
Airspeed (1934) Limited

‘Who-sells-what-to-whom rows between governments are far from new. Draving on his

of the days between the wars, when

wiation firms struggled for a very

‘memori famous a
small sircrafe market, R. W. Cantello (director, Air Holdings Ltd) 1 {c"s the tragi-comic
tale of two simple mechanics who tried to override a government

Early one summer morning in 1936 two

d a hangar at
3 open the
hangar door, pulled out an Airspeed Courier
aircraft.

The Airspeed Company had sold four
Courier aireraft to the Spanish Government
at the beginning of the Spanish Civil War

these aircraft were made_ready for

 journey to

ore the scheduled, de-
banne

mechanics refered to had very
liutle aircraft cxperience, one of them
having once flown i 4n. acroplane. 83

passenger. They succeeded in starting the
Yo ngine and.

into a take-o

imto the top of the rampart, flling into
 time was

pprosimately 730 s,
I arrived at the Airspeed factory just
before cight o'clock and, hearing a garbled

eye-witness _account of an aircraft dis-
pperig, pcked ES  collesgue of mine

mechanics crawling away from the wreck:
The other mechanic was still in the cabin
but was found to be dead.

‘both quite speechless about this
because we knew neither of these men was a

ed an ambulance and the surviving mechanic
was taken to hospital. Although he was
iazed he did not appear to be badly in-
jured.
Enter the heavies
This immediately became an international
incident and the company was suspeced of

taying to break the ban on the sale o ircrafc
to Spain. Within a few hours th,

el Shut)were ound blamless

When the mechanic was well enough to
discuss the matter it appeaeed tha the two
men thought they could take the acroplane
off the ground, head for France and foll
the coast down to Spain, learning t© handle
the sirrft on he way,ind evenualylnd

Airport. He said it was their
mlenuen m hver the iseat, colect the
d pass it back to Airspeed.

" Afir 8 lape of some days v was ageeed
that Airspeed could move aircraft from one
building to_another and
asked 10 transfer a twin-engined Envoy
it rom the actoryto the fight shed

d this was given_ providiny
ompanied t ittt 55 & polcoman
compite. wih Telmet it in.the secon
pilov’s seat, and_another_policeman
detald © ang n o he il of th izt
while
Colema

of Airspeed's
leman, taxicd it across the :(mdmmc ©
the hangar—with sufficient speed to
the policeman hanging on o the i 1o
become very agitated and very frightencd.
Al s cavsed e iy,

was _inundated with police and Sr):qul
Branch representatives. All flying was
stopped. The ban on Airspeed lasted for
nearly two weeks but eventually the directors.
of the company (including the author

queer

business was that the surviving mechanic

ived a sentence of ten months' imprison-
“breaki

ment for x door’
The remaining aircraft never went 1o
Spain.

g of: dimpead 430 Gourier il 1o the machines decred ahova, Bl by ivsped ot Porsemouthy the Gouroy had one 240y
<was 635 iles, speed 153 mpli and payload 1,200 lbs. This one seas operated by Bouts Airlines
n'a London-Manchestr freight service. Picture: Fiight Inernational
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